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Chinese Language (for non-Chinese speaking students)

This collection of teaching resources is compiled by the Department of
Chinese and Bilingual Studies of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. It
is adapted and consolidated by the Curriculum Development Institute of the
Education Bureau for use by schools that accept non-Chinese speaking
students.

Background of compiling the teaching resources:

This collection of teaching resources is specially written to help non-Chinese
speaking students learn Chinese. For non-Chinese speaking students in Hong
Kong, Chinese as a second language plays an important role in their daily
lives, studies, and future employment. As a result, they must master the skills
of listening, speaking, reading and writing. When compiling the teaching
resources, we referred to the academic theories and strategies currently
proposed by experts and scholars on second language learning in order to
help non-Chinese speaking students achieve the above goals.

First, we must emphasise the importance of input and output in the language
learning process. Rich language input will benefit students’ language
learning. More opportunities to practise and apply their knowledge will also
help them understand language functions and strengthen their language
awareness.

Further, Chinese is very different from the mother tongue of many non-
Chinese speaking students in terms of phonetic structure and writing system.
When compiling these teaching resources, we must pay attention to the
language characteristics of Chinese.

Due to the above considerations, these teaching resources are compiled
mainly based on the following principles:

1. We take into account the language skills of listening, speaking, reading,
and writing. Many non-Chinese speaking students in the first grade of
primary schools (P1) may be in their infancy in Chinese listening,
speaking, reading, and writing, so they require comprehensive care.

2. In children’s language development, normally, spoken language drives

written language. However, we believe that non-Chinese speaking
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students may need to learn with local Chinese speaking students who can
recognise many words in kindergarten; thus, written language learning by
non-Chinese speaking students cannot lag behind the development of
spoken language. Therefore, the teaching resources must help them learn
written and spoken language simultaneously.

3. Learning Chinese lexical items is an important part of learning written
language. Many studies have found that even if foreign students have
achieved intermediate or high levels of Chinese, their communication is
frequently hampered by their inability to master certain words. As a result
these teaching resources are based on the "character-based" teaching idea.
Starting with the Chinese characters, we help students understand some of
the most common single-component characters with the highest word
formation ability and cultivate students’ habits of reading and writing
Chinese characters so that they can understand basic Chinese characters.
As a result, they will have a preliminary perception of the rules for
forming words from characters.

4. In addition to the accumulation of lexical items, it is also important to
learn how to use words to form meaningful sentences. Therefore, these
teaching resources incorporate some basic grammar teaching content into
each lesson to help students move from words to sentences, paragraphs,
and chapters, and gradually build up language skills for everyday
communication.

This teaching resources provide student textbooks as well as workbooks, writing
books, etc. In addition, the teaching plan details the learning focus of each lesson
and the expected learning outcomes formulated with reference to the “Chinese
Language Curriculum Second Language Learning Framework™ and recommends
teaching activities and strategies. To avoid overloading students with reading, the
titles and explanations of different sections of the textbook have been simplified.
Teachers can refer to the instructions in the teaching plan to understand the aims
and steps of each section.



